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Mechanical recycling

Amorim Cork Composites is 
a sustainable company by 
nature, since it uses cork - 
a 100% renewable natural 
resource - as its main raw 
material. Amorim Cork 
Composites also recycles its 
own industrial waste to create 
new value-added products.

Circular economy

Amorim Cork Composites has always been committed 
to ensure the transition from a linear economy of “take, 
make and dispose” to a circular economy.

What’s new?

Bearing this in mind, Amorim Cork Composites has 
been recycling new materials, in particular Ethyl Vinyl 
Acetate (EVA) and Polyurethane (PUR) foams, sourced 
from other industries. Instead of being deposited in 
landfills, Amorim Cork Composites is receiving and 
recycling these materials to produce new composite 
materials and thereby decrease their carbon footprint. 

In contrast with plastics, EVA and PUR foams have 
no thermoplastic behaviour. This means that it is not 
possible to melt the final product and obtain a new 
similar product using the same production process. 
What Amorim Cork Composites does is to incorporate 
these foams in its production chain, re-using them 
with cork in order to make innovative products: this can 
be termed “mechanical recycling”. At the same time, 
Amorim Cork Composites is working to build a better 
environment for us all.
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Amorim Cork Composites 
goes further in systematic 
use of sub-products, namely 
by using sub-products from 
the footwear, automotive and 
packaging industries.

100% natural, reusable and recyclable, cork is one 
of the most versatile materials in the world, from an 
environmental, social or economic perspective. In 
addition to cork, all materials used in the production of 
our underlays are based on the concept of the circular 
economy.

Therefore when looking for a solution that guarantees 
high performance, and is also environmentally 
sustainable, cork-based materials constitute are the 
right choice.

Other raw materials
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Recycled raw material Density  
(kg/m3)

Compressibility 
(%)

Recovery 
(%)

Tensile strength 
(kPa)

Cork + PUR 280 40–65 >70 >150

Cork + EVA 250 20–45 >70 >200

Cork + High density EVA 300 10–20 >70 >800

Cork + PUR + EVA 250 15–40 >60 >200

Our products

Main advantages 

→ Waste generation rates have been rising every year 
making landfill management more difficult. As a 
result, people have to pay higher taxes to dispose of 
their waste

→ Recycling these kinds of materials avoids them being 
deposited in landfills 

→ Producing new added-value products reflects a 
circular economy strategy that helps improve the 
environment

How?

This circular economy concept ties in with Amorim 
Cork Composites’s mindset and makes it possible to 
obtain new green technical products with a huge range 
of applications and performances. Combining cork 
with EVA and PUR foams engenders very interesting 
properties such as:

→ Lightweight products
→ Good punctual conformability 
→ Flexibility
→ Noise impact reduction
→ Low thermal conductivity 
→ Good dampening

EVA 
and PUR

New product
development

Mix 
with cork

Main advantages
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The data provided in this technical bulletin refers to typical figures. This information is not intended to be used as a purchasing specification and does not imply suitability for use in any 
specific application. Failure to select the proper product may result in either product damage or personal injury. Please contact Amorim Cork Composites regarding recommendations 
for specific applications. Amorim Cork Composites expressly disclaims all warranties, including any implied warranties of merchantability or of fitness for any particular purpose. 
Amorim Cork Composites shall not be liable for any indirect, special, incidental, consequential or punitive damages as a result of using the information listed in this brochure, any of its 
material specification sheets, its products or any future use or re-use of them by any person or entity. For contractual purposes, please request our Product Specifications Sheet (PDA).


